Vauban visite la place forte de Grenoble ‘ Vauban visits the fortified town of Grenoble
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En septembre 1692, Vauban (1633-1707)
fait étape a Grenoble. Le royaume

de France doit faire face aux assauts
répétés du duché de Savoie. Le lieutenant
général de Louis XIV inspecte la ligne
défensive de la frontiére alpine.

Son jugement sur les fortifications de

la capitale du Dauphiné est sans appel :

« La Bastille n’est qu’un mauvais réduit
ou plutoét colifichet, fermé (...) mais sans
art ni raison ni autre précaution que celle
d’un tres faible mur mal flanqué et non
terrassé, incapable d’aucune résistance
contre le canon (...). C’est un vigneron
qui en est gouverneur, du moinsil en

a les clefs, avec douze vaches et huit
chevres, une cavale et une bourrique
pour toute garnison. » Il faut renforcer

le systeme de défense de la ville :

Vauban concoit un projet d’ensemble
pour reprendre et renforcer les lignes

de fortification. Il suit la forme

en étoile qui caractérise ses nombreuses
réalisations. Mais contrairement

a Briangon ou au Mont-Dauphin dans les
Hautes-Alpes, il ne sera jamais concrétisé.
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In September 1692, Vauban (1633-1707)
made a stopover in Grenoble. At the time,
the French kingdom was facing multiple
assaults from the Duchy of Savoy.

Louis XIV’s lieutenant general inspected
the defensive line along the Alpine border.
His assessment of the fortifications of

the capital of Dauphiné was unequivocal:
«The Bastille is nothing but a poor redoubt
or rather a trinket, enclosed (...) but
without art or reason or any precaution
other than a very weak, poorly flanked wall
with no earthworks, incapable

of any resistance against cannon fire (...).

A winemaker acts as the governor—or, at
the very least, holds the keys to the city—
with twelve cows, eight goats, a mare,

and a donkey as his garrison.» The city’s
defense system needed to be strengthened:
Vauban devised a comprehensive plan

to restore and reinforce the fortifications.
He followed the star-shaped design that
characterizes many of his works. However,
unlike in Briangon or Mont-Dauphin

in the Hautes-Alpes region, the project
was never implemented.
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Although finalized during a second inspection in 1700,
Vauban’s plan for Grenoble was never implemented
due to the financial difficulties faced by the Kingdom

of France at the end of Louis XIV’s reign. The only
surviving remnant of Vauban’s work is a powder
magazine located near the current police headquarters.




