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La Bastille du général Haxo est invincible! ‘ General Haxo’s Bastille is invincible! /|
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En 1823, le lieutenant général Francois
Benoit Haxo (1774-1838) présente

au comité des fortifications le projet

de place forte de la Bastille, au moment
ou Grenoble redevient un poste

de premier plan sur la frontiere alpine.
Un quart de siecle plus tard, les hommes
du Génie du commandant Tournadre
mettent la derniére main au dispositif
défensif congu pour empécher

une invasion venue de Savoie par

la Chartreuse. La nouvelle place forte
estinvincible : au sommet, le donjon,
protégé par un fossé, surveille le glacis
taillé dans la montagne. Coté ville,

In 1823, Lieutenant-General Francois
Benoit Haxo (1774-1838) presented

the plans for the Bastille fortress

to the Fortifications Committee, at a time
when Grenoble was once again becoming
an important post on the Alpine border.

A quarter of a century later, the men

of Commander Tournadre’s battalion

of engineers finished off the defensive
structure, designed to prevent an invasion
from Savoy via the Chartreuse. The new
fortress was invincible: at the top,

the keep, protected by a ditch, overlooked
the glacis cut in the mountain.

On the town side, an outer wall connected
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un mur d’enceinte relie les deux branches
de fortifications agrémentées

de casemates et de galeries de fusillade.
L’ensemble est d’une grande qualité

the two branches of the fortifications
topped off by blockhouses and shooting
galleries. The architecture of the fortress
was of high quality. The citadel seemed

architecturale. La citadelle parait
imprenable !

Frangois Benoft Haxo,
1774-1838

impregnable!

View of the new eastern fortifications
of the Bastille, built by General Haxo.
. o

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
lllllllllllllllll

g R mEy § "3 - LA ¥
i - ¥ Yl a i - 5 ¥ — o p
Photograph by Emile Duchemin, late 19" century g fou /1 & e B 1 ECL i e T rr—
Ty i s n LT T 1L AR ! . surroun: enoble. led to the gradua FR e T Pestren p .
bl e f ] Al = - Ao T P
BTl ) levelopment of the district around Place T e - - -
Ak - = = y le Verdun. ik " % T " :

ok 4 i b, LR o Rt ¥ 3
T 5 by . Map of Grenoble in 1815 and 1887, by J. Boiton _:

S - T 44 i i ¥ Municipal and Metropolitan Archives of Grenoble, 2 Fi 1580. = o L

r W e L thee ! . # -




